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Minister The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

Congregation And also with you. 

 

 

 

M God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.  

Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

 
C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 

sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord have mercy on 

me a sinner. 

 
M God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C  Amen.  



    
 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, 

hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 
 
M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to 

stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

 
M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 

worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

 
M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your 

tender care: 

 

 

 

 
M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 



 

 
M Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to prepare the way for your only Son.  By his coming 

give us strength in our conflicts and shed light on our path through the darkness of this world; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

 



 
 

    

 
 

MALACHI 3:1 “See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then 

suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom 

you desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty.  

 2 But who can endure the day of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be 

like a refiner’s fire or a launderer’s soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will 

purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the LORD will have men who will 

bring offerings in righteousness, 4 and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to 

the LORD, as in days gone by, as in former years. 

 
Lift up your heads, you mighty gates! Behold, the King of glory waits. 

The King of kings is drawing near; The Savior of the world is here. 

Life and salvation he will bring; Therefore rejoice and gladly sing. 

To God the Father raise Your joyful songs of praise. 

 

How blest the land, the city blest, Where Christ the ruler is confessed! 

O peaceful hearts and happy homes To whom this King in triumph comes! 

The cloudless sun of joy is he Who comes to set his people free. 

To God the Spirit raise Your happy shouts of praise. 

 

Fling wide the portals of your heart; Make it a temple set apart 

From earthly use for heav’n’s employ, Adorned with prayer and love and joy. 

So shall your Sov’reign enter in And new and nobler life begin. 

To God alone be praise For word and deed and grace! 



 

 

PHILIPPIANS 1:3I thank my God every time I remember you. 4In all my prayers for all of you, I 

always pray with joy 5because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 
6being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until 

the day of Christ Jesus.  

 7It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart; for whether 

I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me. 
8God can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.  

 9And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth 

of insight, 10so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless until 

the day of Christ, 11filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the 

glory and praise of God. 

 

 

 
LUKE 3:1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was 

governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, 

and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene— 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word 

of God came to John son of Zechariah in the desert. 3He went into all the country around the 

Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4As is written in the book 

of the words of Isaiah the prophet:  

   “A voice of one calling in the desert,  

   ‘Prepare the way for the Lord,  

      make straight paths for him.  

 5Every valley shall be filled in,  

      every mountain and hill made low.  

   The crooked roads shall become straight,  

      the rough ways smooth.  

 6And all mankind will see God’s salvation.’” 

 

 



 

 
 

 

    
Luke 3:1-6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

   eternally begotten of the Father, 

   God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

   begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 

          Through him all things were made. 

          For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

   was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

   and became fully human. 

          For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

          He suffered death and was buried. 

         On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

          He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

   and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

   who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
   who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

   who has spoken through the prophets. 

           We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

           We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

           We look for the resurrection of the dead 

   and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

That the Lord who was once long-suffering toward Israel, calling them to repentance, would open 

our hearts to hear His Word, receive His gifts and gladly submit to His will, let us pray to the 

Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For pastors, that God, who called Isaiah and John the Baptist to prepare the way of the Lord, 

would bless them with every good gift as they prepare His people for Christ’s coming in glory, let 

us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the Church, that the Lord who cleanses and gathers us would cause our love to abound more 

and more, give us knowledge and discernment of what is excellent, and preserve us blameless for 

the day of Christ, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For one another, that our Father who gathers us into His household would bless the households of 

this congregation; and that He would bless all within them so that their love may abound with 

knowledge, discernment and the righteousness of Christ, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have 

mercy. 

 

For those in need of healing, comfort and rescue, [especially ____________,] that for the sake of 

Christ, who is mightier than all, God would deliver them according to His will and assure them of 

His faithfulness, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all who partake of the Sacrament of the Altar, that as John prepared all flesh to see the Lord’s 

salvation, so God would prepare our hearts to worthily receive Christ’s body and blood for the 

forgiveness of sins, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 



  

 

 

M The Lord be with you. 

 
 
M Lift up your hearts. 

 
 
M Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

 
 
M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing. Through his holy prophets, he promised a King to bring light to those 

living in darkness and in the shadow of death. Now have come the salvation and the power 

and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne 

and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever: 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
M Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which 

is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do 

this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 
M The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 



    
 

 

 

 

 
M Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify 

you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his 

coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your 

forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

M Brothers and sisters, go in peace.   

Live in harmony with one another.   

Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 
 The Lord bless you and keep you.   

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.   

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace. 

 

 
 

 

 

 


